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This course is for you if you are  
·  A volunteer or professional engaged 

with an NGO that operates 
overseas. 

·  A university student or staff member 
considering placements, careers in 
this field and/or further study. 

·  Someone with a general interest in 
international development. 

 
The course aims to 

·  develop an understanding of the 
practice of international 
development, its targets and 
subjects; 

·  introduce participants to the broad 
range of strategies and techniques 
required by those working in 
international development; 

·  introduce participants to the skills 
and understanding required to plan 
and evaluate small, assisted or 
mentored projects in international 
development; 

·  introduce the inter- and multi-
disciplinary conceptual base 
underpinning international 
development. 

 
Course structure 
 
The Certificate of Higher Education is 
equivalent to the first year of an 
undergraduate degree (120 credits within 
the Higher Education Credit Accumulation 
and Transfer Scheme). It is made up of 6 
modules, each module carrying 20 credits. 
Each module is free-standing and can be 
taken on its own, in any order or as part of 
a continuous programme of study. The 
whole Certificate can be completed in a 
minimum of 2 years and a maximum of 6. 

 

Course Tutors 
 

Deepta Chopra  has worked in 
international development in a variety of 
contexts for a number of years, including 
project development and management, 
and training. She holds an MPhil in 
International Development from the 
University of Sussex, and is currently 
completing her PhD in Social Policy at the 
University of Cambridge. 

Kevin Thompson  worked as a further 
education lecturer in Sociology, 
Economics and Business Studies before 
becoming an educator in the voluntary 
sector. Having initially obtained a degree 
in Sociology and qualifying as a teacher 
he recently gained an MSc in Applied 
Development Studies. He has extensive 
experience of working with excluded 
groups on education, employment and 
regeneration projects and has been a 
senior manager in several ethnic minority 
organisations. 



 

The Modules 
 
Module 1: An Introduction to 
International Development  
This module will provide an introduction to 
the concepts and terminology of 
international development, with a view to 
investigating who the subjects of 
international development are.  Students 
will be able to map out the best practice in 
development sector and thinking in 
relation to the present day globalized 
world in order to set their own interests 
within a wider context. 
 
Thursdays      6.30pm - 9.00pm for 10    
                       weeks from 2nd Oct - 4th   
                       Dec 2008, and a Saturday  
                       School on 6th Dec 2008. 
Course code  89Q014   
   
Module 2: Strategies and Skills in 
International Development: An 
Introduction 
The skills and strategies required in 
international development are embedded 
in development economics, the sociology 
of development and the politics of 
development.  This introductory module, 
based on an overview drawn from these 
disciplines, will present for discussion the 
outline skills and strategies employed by 
workers in international development in 
the interdisciplinary context of these three 
streams. 
 
Thursdays    6.30pm - 9.00pm for 10     
                      weeks from 16th Apr - 18th  
                      Jun 2009, and a Saturday  
                      school on 13th Jun 2009. 
Course code 89Q015  
 
Module 3:  Understanding and 
Engaging with Stakeholders in 
International Development 
Engagement with stakeholders in 
international development is core to 
obtaining funding and ensuring 
sustainability in international development.  
This module provides an overview of the 

various players that are involved and 
specific attention will be paid to the role of 
funding organizations in shaping the field 
and issues of sustainability of funding. 
 
Thursdays     6.30pm - 9.00pm for 10    
                      weeks from 15th Jan - 19th     
                      Mar 2009, and a Saturday   
                      school on 21st Mar 2009. 
Course code  89Q016 
 
Module 4: ‘Making Poverty History’: 
Issues of Debt and Trade 
Global trade patterns, the debts 
associated with aid, ineffective or 
insufficient aid, and the economic and 
international development policies of 
national governments all contribute to 
continuing economic inequalities between 
nations.  This course examines the major 
issues and policies underpinning such 
inequalities and evaluates strategies for 
dealing with them. 
 
Wednesdays    6.30pm - 9pm for 10      
                         weeks from 1st Oct - 3 Dec  
                         2008, and a Saturday  
                         school on 29th Nov 2008. 
Course code    89Q017  
 
Module 5: Sustainable Development in 
Theory and Practice 
Sustainable development in the Global 
South is seen both as a solution to 
poverty and a way of dealing with 
environmental problems. This course will 
critically examine the different approaches 
to sustainable development and assess 
its impact through country based case 
studies and the work of local NGOs. 
There will be an opportunity to have some 
experience of practical sustainable 
technologies and solutions. 
 
Wednesdays   6.30pm - 9pm for 10 weeks  
                        from 14th Jan – 18th Mar  
                        2009, and a Saturday   
                        school on 14th Mar 2009. 
Course code    89Q013 



 

  

Course fees 
 
The fee for each module will be £105 (full 
fee payers) or £85 (concessionary fee, 
available to anyone on state benefits). 
Discounts are available for University of 
Cambridge staff and students. 
 
 
Help with fees 
 
Did you know that you might be entitled to 
financial help with course fees, if you enrol 
for courses totalling 60 or more HE credits 
in any academic year (running from 
September of one year to the end of 
August of the next year)? 
 
For further details telephone the 
Department for Education and Skills 
Information Line on 0800 731 9133 or visit 
their website on: 
  
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAnd
Learning/UniversityAndHigherEducation/S
tudentFinance/FinanceForNewStudents/D
G_10034863  
 
 
Entry qualifications 
 
No formal entry qualifications are required, 
although you will need enthusiasm, 
commitment, and a lot of motivation to 
enjoy and complete the course. You 

should also be a competent speaker and 
writer in English if you are to get the 
maximum benefit from the course. 
 
 
Course work 
 
During each module, you will be expected 
to do some background reading and other 
work for the taught sessions. You will be 
expected to undertake one or more written 
assignments amounting in total to 3500-
4000 words.  Further details will be given 
on enrolment, and you can expect a wide 
range of enjoyable tasks that will fit in well 
with your learning. You will also be 
expected to attend at least two-thirds of 
the course, and complete a short reflective 
form. 
 
For further information and enrolments 
please contact: 

Mr Ian Steed, The Humanitarian Centre, 
Fenners, Gresham Road, Cambridge CB1 
2ES. Telephone: 01223 760885; email: 
courses@humanitariancentre.org  
 
 
Whilst every effort is made to avoid changes 
to this programme, published details may be 
altered without notice at any time. The 
Institute reserves the right to withdraw or 
amend any part of this programme without 
prior notice.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Humanitarian Centre is a Company Limited by Guarantee; Company number: 6080896; Registered Charity number: 1121067. 

 

 


